
Pattern Blocks Lesson Study Ideas 

 Allow students to pick their own partners in order for them to hopefully talk to each 

other. The students were uncomfortable working with the people they were paired 

with. 

 Use larger shapes to introduce the lesson.  

 Instead of starting with the hexagon (#3), begin with problem #1, the large rhombus 

 Use one paper per partner instead of each student getting an individual one 

 Put one or two problems on the page instead of six…have students only focus on a few 

problems at this point instead of 12 

 Ask students to refer to their lifelines/notebooks for help 

 Possibly use the same denominator for both of the first two problems. (first two dealing 

with fourths/thirds/halves) 

 Students filled in the designs with a number of different shapes  instead of using one 

shape to fill in the designs…students didn’t have a clear understanding of what the task 

involved 

 Should have poured the pattern block out in the middle of the table instead of leaving 

them in the bucket 

 Should have one sheet per partner instead of an individual worksheet for each child 

 Students didn’t understand equal parts 

 If the students could have talked to each other , they would have been able to 

understand how to do the lesson 

 Should have done level 2 of the Cuisenaire Rods Center before doing this lesson 

 Students didn’t understand the task 

 Use larger pieces for students when modeling at the beginning of the lesson 

 Talk to your partner about what you are suppose to do in order to solve these problems.  

 Students had the knowledge but it didn’t get transferred to the paper 

 Math talk is very important…without it, learning is hard to come by 

 Give more specific feedback to students who are having trouble 

 Students have fragile knowledge 

 Do fractional parts all have to look the same? 

 Want the kids to teach each other…not to have to do 15 individual minilesson 

 Students weren’t comfortable with manipulatives…don’t use manipulatives much in 

class 

 Equal parts/units/amounts depending on the whole 


